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Lesson 6 Assessment

Student name_________________________________ Date________________

1. Here is the information you will learn in this lesson.  Before class begins, only look at the information below, to see what you will learn.

2. After the lesson, when your teacher tells you to, circle what you have learned. 

	4
	3
	2
	1

	Who? 

1. Identify elected state legislators from your own district.

2. You can show that all legislators help decide the budget and where tax money is spent.


	· You can give the names and the titles of the governor, the senators, and representatives from your district.

· You can show that legislators either help decide the budget or where tax money is spent.  
	· You can give the name and/or title of at least the governor.

· You can show that legislators help decide the budget or where tax money is spent.


	· You can give the name or title of some legislators.

· You can show that legislators help decide where tax money is spent.  
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Mitt Romney





Robert S. Creedon Jr.





Mitt Romney





Robert S. Creedon Jr.





Legislator Pictures





My Legislators





Governor______________________________________


Office #_________Telephone__________________ Email______________________________________


Senator___________________________________


Office #_________Telephone__________________ Email______________________________________


Senator___________________________________


Office #_________Telephone__________________ Email______________________________________


Representative_____________________________


Office #_________Telephone__________________ Email______________________________________


Representative_____________________________


Office #_________Telephone__________________ Email______________________________________














My name:______________________________________














My Legislators





Governor______________________________________


Office #_________Telephone__________________ Email______________________________________


Senator___________________________________


Office #_________Telephone__________________ Email______________________________________


Senator___________________________________


Office #_________Telephone__________________ Email______________________________________


Representative_____________________________


Office #_________Telephone__________________ Email______________________________________


Representative_____________________________


Office #_________Telephone__________________ Email______________________________________














My name:______________________________________





Lesson 6: Enrichment/extension – Legislator Contact Cards 























































































































































































































































































































Lesson 6: Activity 2 - Massachusetts State Budget Process





The state budget process takes a different amount of time each year.  Massachusetts has been late with its budget many times.
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At the beginning of the budget cycle, the governor finds out what the different departments need for money for the coming (fiscal) year. Then, in January or February, he or she completes his/her budget that shows what services he/she thinks taxpayers in Massachusetts should get.
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In March, the representatives complete their budget that shows what services they think taxpayers in Massachusetts should get.  The different departments of the state help the representatives create this budget.  The representatives can agree, disagree or ignore the governor's budget when creating their budget. Next the representatives debate (talk about, argue!) their budget to make sure they all agree that it is the best it can be.  Finally, the representatives vote on their budget to make it final. 
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In April, the senators complete their budget. The different state departments also help the senators create this budget.  The senators can agree, disagree or ignore the representatives and the governor's budgets.  The senators also debate and vote on their budget.





3











In May and June, a special group of people called the Ways and Means Conference Committee meet and take both the senators' budget and the representatives' budget and combine them or make them one.  Then all the representatives and senators vote "yes" or "no" on this new budget.  This is supposed to happen by July 1. 
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Finally, the governor has 10 days after the vote to decide on the budget. The Governor cannot go back to his/her original budget--only veto line items in the Legislative Budget.  The representatives and senators can "override" or reverse anything the governor takes away or changes if  2/3 of them disagree and vote on it.  When the governor, representatives and senators are finished, the budget is complete and the people will get the services that are included in this final budget. 
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Sometimes, after the budget process, there is a budget crisis.  This means that the government does not have enough money to pay for the services that are in the completed budget.  If this happens, the government must take back some of the money that they gave to the departments.  Some of the government services, for example, education, could be cut or reduced.  The governor, the representatives, and the senators could decide what services are cut or reduced.  During certain times of "emergency", the governor can take away money and services without agreement from the representatives and senators.
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